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indeed, speak as though the extinction of a race
involved suffering in the same way as the slaughter
of an individual. It is plain that this is not a neces-
sary, though it may sometimes be the actual result.
A corporation may be suppressed without injury to
its members. Every individual will die before long,
struggle or no struggle. If the rate of reproduction
fails to keep up with the rate of extinction, the
species must diminish. But this might happen
without any increase of suffering. If the boys in a
district discovered how to take birds' eggs, they
might soon extirpate a species; but it does not follow
that the birds would individually suffer. Perhaps
they would feel themselves relieved from a disagree-
able responsibility. The process by which a species
is improved, the dying out of the least fit, implies no
more suffering than we know to exist independently
of any doctrine as to a struggle. When we use
anthropomorphic language, we may speak of " self-
assertion ". But "self-assertion," minus the anthro-
pomorphism, means self-preservation; and that is
merely a way of describing the fact that an animal or
plant which is well adapted to its conditions of life is
more likely to live than an animal which is ill-
adapted. I have some difficulty in imagining how
any other arrangement can even be supposed pos-
sible. It seems to be almost an identical proposition